
nick@arl.org

Nick Shockey
DIRECTOR, RIGHT TO RESEARCH COALITION

EIFL Open Access Advocacy Webcast

January 31, 2011

nick@arl.org



nick@arl.org

Launched in Summer 2009

Built around the Student Statement on the

Right to Research: access to research is a

student right

Two program areas: advocacy & education

International alliance of 48 graduate &

undergraduate student organizations,

representing nearly 7 million students
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Source: Research Information Network, “How researchers secure access to licensed content not immediately available to them,” December 2009

40% of 

researchers can’t 

access resources 

they need on a 

DAILY or WEEKLY

basis (UK Study)
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The average 

academic library in 

the UK has access

to just HALF

of all journals

www.righttoresearch.org
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WHY?

www.righttoresearch.org
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Publishing is big business…
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200-300% > Inflation

1975-1995

Rapidly Rising Prices…

7-10% per year

1995-2009
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Average journal in the Health Sciences:

www.righttoresearch.org

Chemistry

= $4,044

Physics

= $3,499

Biology

= $2,167

= $2,035

Source: “Periodicals Price Survey 2011: Under Pressure, Times Are Changing,” by Stephen Bosch, Kittie Henderson, & Heather Klusendorf.  Library Journal, 

April 14, 2011. http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/newslettersnewsletterbucketljxpress/890009-441/periodicals_price_survey_2011_under.html.csp
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European Commission Report:

On average, for-profit journals are 

3 TIMES more expensive than non-profits1

In neuroscience, for-profit journals are 890% more 

expensive (per page)2

www.righttoresearch.org

1 Study on the economic and technical evolution of the scientific publication markets in Europe, Commissioned by the European Commission
2 The Costs and Benefits of Site Licences to Academic Journals”, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, C.T. Bergstrom and T.C. 

Bergstrom.
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Finally…

With the Internet, the cost of publishing has

decreased significantly…

Yet, the price of journals continues to climb
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What happened?

A system which was never meant to be run for

profit is now being run for profit.

We’re maximizing revenue rather than the 

dissemination of knowledge. 

www.righttoresearch.org
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So, here’s the thing…

We’ve moved beyond print.

With the Internet, we can distribute this knowledge

to anyone, anywhere at virtually zero marginal

Cost.

Articles can and should be free to the user
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Solution:

www.righttoresearch.org



nick@arl.orgwww.righttoresearch.org

What is Open Access?

“By open access, we mean its immediate, free 

availability on the public internet, permitting any 

users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, 

search or link to the full text of these articles, 

crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 

software or use them for any other lawful 

purpose…”

- The Budapest Open Access Initiative
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2 ways to make an article Open Access:

www.righttoresearch.org
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1. Publish in an open-access journal

X 7,400
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X 2,000

2. Publish anywhere, deposit into an 

open-access repository
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2. Publish anywhere, deposit into an 

open-access repository

From OpenDOAR, http://www.opendoar.org/find.php?format=charts [Accessed 10/19/11] 



nick@arl.org

Strongly supported by UNESCO, the 

European Commission, 41 Nobel 

laureates, US National Institutes of 

Heath, many others

www.righttoresearch.org
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Given such unequal access, Indian scientists 

inevitably struggle to perform world class 

science. The fact is that equitable access to 

current scientific information is essential if 

India is to take its rightful place in the world.

Subbiah Arunachalam

Distinguished Fellow of the M S 

Swaminathan Research Foundation

www.righttoresearch.org
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So what can we do?

www.righttoresearch.org
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We’re attacking the problem in 2 ways:

Advocacy at the local, national, and 
international levels for policies that make 
research available now.

Education of the next generation of 
researchers to set the default to open 

www.righttoresearch.org
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Local

National

International

www.righttoresearch.org
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More resources available at: www.righttoresearch.org/resources
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More resources available at: www.righttoresearch.org/resources
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GET INVOLVED

• Reach out to your campus librarians

• Educate your friends, peers, and professors

• Advocate for your university to adopt an institutional 

open-access policy

[on-campus advocacy guide coming soon!]

• Advocate for national and international 

open-access policies

• Encourage your student organizations to become 

active, join the R2RC

• Volunteer to help translate our resources

• Make your own work openly available

www.righttoresearch.org
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This is not a problem that only affects one 

country, one continent, 

or one field of study.

We need a broad, global student coalition.

We need your help.

www.righttoresearch.org
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Learn more and get connected at

www.righttoresearch.org/act/eifl


